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JOHN KOJIRO YASUDA
Department of East Asian Languages and Culture

School of Global and International Studies, Office 2021

Indiana University, Bloomington
Email: jkyasuda@indiana.edu
ACADEMIC POSITION

Indiana University, Assistant Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, School of Global and Int’l Studies, 2016 – Present
University of Pennsylvania, Research Associate, Center for the Study of Contemporary China, 2015 – Present

Colorado College, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2015 – 2016 
University of Pennsylvania, Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for the Study of Contemporary

 China, 2013 -2015
EDUCATION

PhD 
University of California, Berkeley, Political Science (August 2013).
Specialization: Comparative Political Economy, East Asian Politics, Methods


Dissertation: “The Scale Problem: Food Safety and Coherence Deficits in China.”

MPhil 
University of Oxford, Comparative Politics (June 2007).
Thesis: “Shades of Soft Power: Constructing China and Japan’s Cultural Diplomatic 
Institutes.”

BA
Harvard College, Government (May 2005).

BOOK MANUSCRIPT
On Feeding the Masses: An Anatomy of Regulatory Failure. Cambridge University Press
 (Forthcoming, Cambridge University Press)
ARTICLES 
“Undermining Authoritarian Innovation: The Power of China’s Industrial Giants” (with Peter Lorentzen and Pierre Landry).  Journal of Politics (2014).

“Regulatory Capitalism and its Discontents: Interdependent Governance and the Adaptability 
of Regulatory Style” (with Chris Ansell).  Regulation and Governance (2015).
“Why Food Safety Fails in China: The Politics of Scale.” The China Quarterly (2015).

CHAPTERS IN BOOKS

“Regulatory Governance” in Chris Ansell and Jacob Torfing (eds.) Handbook on Theories of Governance, Edward Elgar Publishing, (2016)
WORKING PAPERS

“State within a State: China’s Midlevel Policy Entrepreneurs” (Working Paper).
“Rethinking Scale: Managing Scale Politics in China, India, the European Union, and United 
States” (Working Paper).

“Thin or Thick Convergence: China Financial Regulatory System” (Working Paper).
“China’s Small Farmer Problem: Rural Reform and Divergent Paths to Market Incorporation”
 (with Julia Chuang). (Working Paper).

PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS
“Regulatory Capitalism and China’s Many Regulatory States,” Presented at SASE in Berkeley,

 CA, 24 July, 2016
“Why is my Milk Blue?” Presented at the Cornell Contemporary China Initiative in Ithaca, NY, 
March 16, 2015


Presented at Middlebury College, East Asian Studies Series, May 4, 2015
“Why Food Safety Fails in China” Presented at the Association for Asian Studies Annual 
Conference in Philadelphia, PA, March 27, 2014.

Presented at University of Pennsylvania, Contemporary China Series, April 7, 2014.
“China’s Scale Politics and Food Safety Failures in the Export Sector.” Presented at Brown 
University, Watson Center, Providence, RI, October 22, 2013.

Presented at Iowa State University, Political Science Series in Ames, Iowa, January 13, 2014.
“Food Safety Failures in China.” Presented at St. Joseph’s University, National Committee on US-
China Relations Speaker Series in Philadelphia, PA, October 28, 2013.
“China’s Failed State Initiatives in Food Safety.” Presented at King’s College London, China 
Speaker Series in London, United Kingdom, June 25, 2013.
“Scaling Food Safety in China.” Presented at Stanford University, UC Berkeley-Stanford 
Contemporary China Meeting in Palo Alto, California, January 31, 2013
“Designing Export Safety in China.” Presented at UC Berkeley, Conference on Multi-Disciplinary 
Perspectives on Changing State Boundaries in China, Berkeley, California, October 7, 2012.

“Non-State Regulators in China: An Answer to China’s Food Safety Problems?” Presented at
the International Food Policy Research Institute, China Program Office, Beijing, China on
 October 20, 2011.

 “The Fundamentals of Research Design.” Presented at Yunnan Normal University, Kunming,

 China on July 11, 2011.

“The Logic of Civil Society,” Presented at the Institute of Political Science, Academica Sinica,

 Taipei, Taiwan on June 5, 2009.
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS
Sasakawa Peace Foundation Non-Resident Fellowship, 2014-2015
Stanford CDDRL postdoctoral fellowship, 2013-2014 (Declined)
Haas Junior Fellow Scholarship to organize workshop and conference, 2012-2013

Department Finishing Fellowship for dissertation writing, 2012-2013
NSF Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant for field research in China, 2012-2013

Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley, 2012

Fulbright-Hays DDRA Fellowship for field research in China, 2010-2011

NSEP Boren Fellowship for field research in China, 2010-2011

CCS Pre-Dissertation Research Grant for preliminary dissertation fieldwork, 2009

UC Berkeley Political Science Departmental Fellowship, 2007-2011

The Leverhulme CCS Student Grant for graduate studies at Oxford, 2005-2007

Harvard College Scholar, Harvard College, 2002
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

US Department of State, Consultant on Food Safety and Agricultural Development, Beijing, China, Summer/Winter 2011
US-China Summer Palace Economic Forum, Conference Convener, Beijing, China, 2010-2011

Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism, Editorial Board Member, London, United Kingdom, 2007.

China Quarterly, Conference Rapporteur, “Recent Developments in Chinese Law: The Past Ten Years,” Summer 2006. 
Invited Reviewer: American Journal of Political Science; Business and Politics; Journal of Agrarian Change; Public Administration; Regulation and Governance; China Journal
TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND AWARDS
Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor, Colorado College, Political Science, 2014-2015


Comparative Politics


East Asian Political Economy


Contemporary Chinese Politics


Regulation and Governance


China and the World
Guest Lecturer, Bryn Mawr College, Political Science, Fall 2012 and Spring 2013.


Contemporary Chinese Politics

Political Economy of East Asia
Head Graduate Student Instructor, UC Berkeley, Political Science, Spring 2009 and Spring 2010.

Introduction to Comparative Politics

Chinese Foreign Policy
Graduate Student Instructor, UC Berkeley, Political Science, Fall 2008 - Spring 2012.

Extreme Encounters with Power 
Politics of a Divided Korea 
Introduction to Comparative Politics 

Teaching Awards:
Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, University-wide, University of California, 
Berkeley, 2011. 


Commendation for Teaching Excellence, Department of Political Science, University of 
California, Berkeley, Fall 2008, Spring 2009, and Spring 2010. 
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research

Advanced Econometrics, Advanced MLE Estimation, Causal Inference, University of Michigan, Summer 2009.
ACADEMIC AFFILIATIONS

Institutional Affiliations
Haas Junior Scholars Program, Institute for East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley

Center for Agricultural and Rural Development, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences

Professional Memberships
American Political Science Association
Association for Asian Studies
Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics
LANGUAGES
English (Native)

Mandarin (Fluent)

Cantonese (Proficient)

Japanese (Conversational)

REFERENCES
Kevin O’Brien

Professor of Political Science

University of California, Berkeley

Berkeley, CA 94720-1970

Tel: (510) 642-4689
kobrien@berkeley.edu
Chris Ansell

Professor of Political Science

University of California, Berkeley

Berkeley, CA 94720-1970

Tel: (510) 642-2263
cansell@berkeley.edu
Avery Goldstein
Professor of Political Science

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Tel: (215) 898-7647

agoldstn@sas.upenn.edu
1

